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18 November 2015
Play Your Part - social support ask 

The pitch (verbal – 30 seconds):
· 2016 will mark 400 years since Shakespeare’s death. It is an amazing moment to celebrate his genius and the inspiration he has given to billions of people through the ages. 

· We want to use the power of Shakespeare’s anniversary to give real help to children in some of the world’s poorest communities. 
· A) Shakespeare Lives is a campaign backed by the British Government, the British Council, the GREAT Britain campaign and leading international development charity VSO to use Shakespeare’s anniversary year to raise much needed funds for VSO’s work in education.
or

· B) The British Council and the GREAT campaign are organising a global programme to celebrate his life and work. We are partnering with VSO to use Shakespeare’s anniversary as a way to raise awareness and funds for their work in education. VSO volunteers work alongside the world’s poorest people to help them achieve lasting, sustainable futures.
· Every child deserves an education. It is a direct route out of poverty. But too many children are missing out: 250 million children around the world can’t read or write.
· Together we want to ensure children worldwide, no matter who they are, or where they live, get the education they deserve.

· Will you support our campaign on social media by sharing your favourite Shakespeare moment on Twitter/Facebook/Weibo and pledge your support for Shakespeare Lives? It will only take a few minutes.
What we need from you:

Please record a video with your phone’s camera, using the following script as a guide:

I’m insert name from insert job title, town/country. My favourite Shakespeare moment is insert quote/scene/speech/performance memory because it represents/reminds me of/makes me feel, etc.

We will send you a reminder so that from Twelfth Night (January 5th 2016), you can post your video on Twitter/Facebook/Weibo, along with the following Tweet/post:
Every child deserves an education. #PlayYourPart and donate to @VSO_Intl’s http://bit.ly/1RHi77r
Email/phone conversation – script:

Dear [name],
2016 will mark 400 years since Shakespeare’s death. It is an amazing moment to celebrate his genius and the inspiration he has given to billions of people through the ages. 

We want to use the power of Shakespeare’s anniversary to give real help to children in some of the world’s poorest communities. 

A) Shakespeare Lives is a campaign backed by the British Government, the British Council, the GREAT Britain campaign and leading international development charity VSO to use Shakespeare’s anniversary year to raise much needed funds for VSO’s work in education.

or

B) The British Council and the GREAT campaign are organising a global programme to celebrate his life and work. We are partnering with VSO to use Shakespeare’s anniversary as a way to raise awareness and funds for their work in education. VSO volunteers work alongside the world’s poorest people to help them achieve lasting, sustainable futures.

Every child deserves an education. It is a direct route out of poverty. But too many children are missing out: 250 million children around the world can’t read or write. Together we want to ensure children worldwide, no matter who they are, or where they live, get the education they deserve.

We’re asking high-profile figures to share their favourite Shakespeare moment on social media, to increase awareness of our fundraising campaign and kick-start a social media movement. 

What we need from you:

1) Please record a video with your phone’s camera, using the following script as a guide:

I’m insert name from insert job title, town/country. My favourite Shakespeare moment is insert quote/scene/speech/performance memory because it represents/reminds me of/makes me feel, etc.

2) We will send you a reminder so that from Twelfth Night (January 5th 2016), you can post your video on Twitter/Facebook/Weibo, along with the following Tweet/post:
Every child deserves an education. #PlayYourPart and donate to @VSO_Intl’s http://bit.ly/1RHi77r
Please let us know if you are willing to support our campaign by responding to this email.

Thanks in advance for your help,
Shakespeare Lives in 2016


